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What Is the National Provider Identifier (NPI)? 
The National Provider Identifier (NPI) is the standard unique health identifier for health care providers adopted by the 
Secretary of Health and Human Services in accordance with the Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act of 
1996 (HIPAA). All covered entities under HIPAA are required by regulation to use NPIs to identify health care providers in 
standard HIPAA transactions. 

Who Is Considered an Organization Health Care Provider? 
Organization health care providers apply for NPIs as Organizations (Entity Type 2).


Organization (Entity Type 2) 
Hospitals, home health agencies, clinics, nursing homes, ambulance companies, and the health care provider 
corporations formed by individuals are examples of Organization providers. This provider type may obtain one NPI, or 
may obtain NPIs for some, none, or all of its subparts, if it has subparts (see next section). 

How Do a Provider’s Subparts Affect the NPI? 
Some organization health care providers are made up of components that furnish different types of health care or 
have separate physical locations at which health care is furnished; these components and physical locations are not 
themselves legal entities but are part of the organization health care provider (which is a legal entity). The NPI Final Rule 
refers to these components and locations as “subparts.” A covered organization provider may decide that its subparts, 
if it has any, should have their own NPIs. If a subpart conducts any of the HIPAA standard transactions on its own (i.e., 
separately from its “parent”), it must obtain its own NPI. Subparts are considered organization health care providers and 
are eligible for NPIs as Entity Type 2 (Organizations). For example, a hospital offers acute care, laboratory, pharmacy, 
and rehabilitation services. Each of these “units” may require its own NPI because each one sends its own standard 
transaction(s) to one or more health plans. 

Organization health care providers may have a single employee or thousands of employees. For example, an 
incorporated individual may be the only health care provider who is employed by that organization provider (the 
corporation that he/she formed). 

What Do Covered Organization Health Care Providers Have to Do When Applying For the NPI? 
An organization that is a covered provider under HIPAA must: 

• 	Obtain an NPI for itself 
• 	Determine if it has subparts and if those subparts need to have their own NPIs 
• 	If the subparts should have their own NPIs, obtain the NPIs for them or instruct the subparts to obtain their NPIs 

themselves 
• 	Once NPIs are obtained by the subparts, ensure the subparts comply with NPI Final Rule requirements placed on 

covered health care providers 
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Health care providers can apply for an NPI online at https://nppes.cms.hhs.gov or can call the NPI Enumerator to request 
a paper NPI Application/Update Form at 1-800-465-3203. Organizations can also submit an application to be an Electronic 
File Interchange (EFI) organization (EFIO) to submit application data on behalf of its health care providers (i.e., through 
a bulk enumeration process) if it requests their permission to do so. (Note: The CMS-10114, the NPI Application/Update 
Form, was recently revised. The old version may be used until July 10, 2007. The revised version may be obtained from 
the NPI Enumerator or may be downloaded from the CMS forms web page at http://www.cms.hhs.gov/cmsforms on the 
CMS website. Old versions of the CMS-10114 will not be accepted for processing after July 13, 2007.) 

Resources for Additional Information 
More information and education on the NPI can be found at the CMS NPI web page at http://www.cms.hhs.gov/ 
NationalProvIdentStand on the CMS website. 

The Medicare Learning Network (MLN) is the brand name for official CMS educational products and information for 
Medicare fee-for-service providers. For additional information visit the Medicare Learning Network’s web page at http:// 
www.cms.hhs.gov/MLNGenInfo/ on the CMS website. 

This fact sheet was prepared as a service to the public and is not intended to grant rights or impose obligations. This fact sheet may contain
references or links to statutes, regulations, or other policy materials. The information provided is only intended to be a general summary. It is 
not intended to take the place of either the written law or regulations. We encourage readers to review the specific statutes, regulations and 
other interpretive materials for a full and accurate statement of their contents. 
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